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Joint Position Statement on: 

Reintroduction of the Eurasian beaver, Castor fiber, to Scotland 
 

This joint statement outlines the collective view of the undersigned organisations that; 

“The Eurasian beaver should be fully recognised by the Scottish Government as a resident, 

native species in Scotland and that building on the current wild populations in Mid Argyll 

and Tayside, further licensed releases across other appropriate areas of Scotland should 

take place in order to viably restore this formerly resident native species.  

We believe that the return of the beaver will help to restore our depleted wetland 

ecosystems, assisting in the delivery of the 2020 Challenge for Scotland’s Biodiversity and 

bring a range of other socio-economic benefits.” 
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Why? – the benefits 

1. We have a shared vision for the widespread return of the Eurasian beaver to Scotland. 

Beavers are a missing element in Scottish biodiversity, lost due to human persecution and 

anthropogenic habitat loss. We believe there is both an ecological and moral imperative to 

restore this keystone species to benefit our depleted freshwater ecosystems, as the reasons 

for their loss are no longer present. We also believe that the majority of Scotland’s people 

are ready and willing to live alongside beavers once again and that this strengthens our 

country’s reputation as a modern society that truly values its environment. 

2. We are in no doubt that sufficient, suitable habitat currently exists in Scotland to support a 

thriving and self-sustaining beaver population (in the future). Existing scientific modelling 

work and experiences from other, similar European countries show that beaver populations 

can flourish in a wide range of freshwater habitats. We believe that habitats suitable for 

beavers can be found on the majority of river catchments in Scotland.  

3. We believe that evidence and research from other European countries shows that the 

restoration of beaver populations would have multiple benefits. It would be a valuable 

means of restoring freshwater habitats by improving natural processes and functions, 

reducing conservation management intervention requirements and increasing the diversity 

and robustness of ecosystems in the face of threats such as climate change, habitat 

fragmentation and diffuse pollution from surrounding land uses. 

4. We believe that, as a keystone species in wetland and freshwater ecosystems, the beaver 

will provide tangible and significant ecological benefits for a wide range of other species 

through the habitats and ecological niches they create, allowing other species to flourish.  

5. Several public consultations1 have shown that the majority of people in Scotland support the 

reintroduction of the beaver and as such this flagship species mobilises support for wider 

biodiversity action, including ecosystem-scale restoration. 
6. We believe that beaver activity will have a net positive environmental and socio-economic 

effect on Scotland’s human population and prosperity by providing multiple public benefits 

such as ecosystem services including improved water quality, reduced downstream flooding, 

and increased eco-tourism. 

 

The challenges 

7. We recognise that there are some legitimate concerns regarding the potentially detrimental 

effects that beavers can have on some land management practices and environments in 

Scotland, which in turn could result in additional costs for some landowners or agencies. 

Experience from Europe and North America shows that it is possible to manage beaver 

impacts and populations cost-effectively, providing that public resources are made available 

to assist with mitigating beaver-human conflicts. We believe that these are acceptable costs 

when weighed against the significant wider public benefits. 

8. We believe that landowners should have the right of access to a flexible and practical system 

of effective and rapid redress, where there is genuine negative impact from beaver activity 

                                                           
1
 http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/research/Reintro_Euro%20beaver.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/sjones/Downloads/SBT2007_ConsultationReport_Dec07.pdf 
file:///C:/Users/sjones/Downloads/003_143__scottishbeavertrialfinalreport_dec2014_1417710135%20(1).pdf 
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on their property, through the proportionate use of appropriate, effective beaver 

management techniques. 

9. We advocate that a Eurasian Beaver Management Strategy for Scotland be produced on 

behalf of the Scottish Government, drawing upon proven good management practice used 

in other countries to reduce the frequency and impact of beaver-human conflicts. 

10. We believe that any management should be carried out under the legal framework that is 

already established in Scotland by The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Amendment 

(Scotland) Regulations 2004, recognising that Eurasian beaver is scheduled as a European 

Protected Species under those Regulations. Scottish Natural Heritage should be the 

appropriate licensing authority.    

11. We believe a range of appropriate methods should be used to manage beavers including 

protective fencing, water level control devices, live trapping and translocation, as 

appropriate. Humane lethal control may be used only when deemed necessary and must be 

undertaken under licence and with due regard to the conservation status of the local 

population.  

12. We recognise that some people are concerned about the potential negative impact of 

beavers upon migratory fish species in Scotland. However, despite the presence of large and 

growing populations of beavers across Europe and North America, there is little evidence 

land managers perceive that beaver dams are having a significant affect upon migratory fish 

populations, with a lack of clear scientific evidence that this is an issue. Beavers and these 

fish species evolved and co-existed across the northern hemisphere. The most 

comprehensive research to date shows that beaver activity has the potential to offer both 

positive and negative impacts for fish species, including salmon and trout, but that the net 

effect for fish populations overall is a positive one. 

Restoring beaver populations to Scotland 

13. Under the EU’s Directive 92/43/EEC Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and 

Fauna (the Habitats and Species Directive) Article 22, member states are required to 

consider reintroductions of extinct native species in Annex IV. Eurasian beaver is currently 

listed as an Annex IV species and additionally as an Annex III species of the Bern Convention. 

The Directive aspires to achieve a favourable condition status of the priority habitats and 

species listed in its annexes.  

14. All future reintroductions should follow the best practice guidelines of the IUCN 

Reintroduction Specialist Group and the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations. 

15. In order to assess the success and impact of beaver reintroductions, populations should be 

subject to ongoing research, monitoring and active management, in line with established 

biodiversity monitoring. 

16. The return of beavers should be accompanied by programmes to educate and advise all 

relevant stakeholders of their impacts on the environment and livelihoods. 
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